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Six Area Young Farmers Learn How to Grow Their Businesses
Six area young farmers, Brad Leggett, Westley Dail, Sam Walton, Landon Moore, Andy Herring, and Channing Gooden, were among the inaugural group of young, beginning, small, and minority farmers who recently participated in a Farm Credit University (FCU) AgBiz Planner Conference, co-sponsored by Cape Fear Farm Credit with a grant from the NC Tobacco Trust Fund Commission.
Leggett farms in Robeson County in partnership with his father, William, in a family farming operation that includes 1,000 acres of butterbeans, peanuts, corn and soybeans. 
Dail farms in partnership with his father, Edward, in a family farming operation in Duplin County that includes 1,500 acres of corn, soybeans and wheat, three finishing swine farms, a sow operation and 3 turkey operations. 
Walton farms in partnership with his parents, David and Virginia, and a younger brother in a family farming operation in Robeson and Hoke Counties that includes approximately 5,000 acres of corn, cotton, soybeans, and wheat.

Moore has been farming with his family for four years. The family operation, located near Maxton, includes 1,800 acres of corn, cotton, soybeans and wheat.

Owner of a corporate farm entity, Andy Herring Farms, Inc., Herring grows 650 acres of corn, wheat and soybeans, and also has four contract grow-out turkey houses under contract with Prestage Farms.
Gooden farms in Bladen County in partnership with his father, David, in a large livestock operation that includes 16 swine finishing houses, four pig nurseries, two turkey brooder houses, and a herd of 175 cows. They also grow 270 acres of corn and hay, have an acre of pick-your-own strawberries and grow five acres of sweet corn.

The area farmers participated in the college-level, online course over the past several months. In sessions led by Dr. David Kohl, an agricultural finance and business management expert, they and 24 other farmers in the course learned to develop business and financial plans, as well as budgeting and management skills essential to a farm’s success.
Recounting what he learned from the AgBiz Planner program, Herring said, “Participating in the program and conference helped me gain a better understanding of time management, financial planning and borrower/lender relationships.” Walton added, “Taking part in the coursework and conference showed me the importance of having a business plan and keeping it up to date.”  
As part of the AgBiz Planner program, each of the farmers had a close mentoring relationship with a Cape Fear Farm Credit loan officer. Leggett teamed up with Kevin Kinlaw, who works in financial cooperative’s office in Lumberton; Dail works with Cliff Kilpatrick, located in the Kenansville branch office. Rebecca Wood, who works out the Laurinberg and Raeford offices, mentors Sam Walton; Landon Moore has Ginny Martin of the Bladenboro branch office as his mentor; Dunn branch manager John Patterson has been mentoring Andy Herring; while Channing Gooden teams up with Brandon Strickland, the Elizabethtown branch office manager. 

Of the two-year grant from the NC Tobacco Trust Fund Commission, Cape Fear Farm Credit CEO Richard Eason said, “We are pleased to have provided this educational opportunity for these farmers to learn and benefit in ways that are certain to enhance their farming operations.” 
About Cape Fear Farm Credit
Cape Fear Farm Credit is an agricultural lending cooperative owned by its member-borrowers.  It provides farm loans for land, equipment, livestock and production as well as rural home mortgages.  Cape Fear Farm Credit has branches serving Bladen, Brunswick, Columbus, Cumberland, Duplin, Harnett, Hoke, New Hanover, Pender, Robeson, Sampson, Scotland. It is part of the national Farm Credit System, a network of financial cooperatives established in 1916 to provide a dependable source of credit to farmers and rural America. To locate a branch near you, visit www.capefearfarmcredit.com or call 1-800-368-5819. 

